Contribution of ultrasonography in the diagnosis of achalasia.
We present a case of achalasia diagnosed with the aid of ultrasonography (US). After having examined the clinical-radiological characteristics of the disease, and after having noted the diagnostic possibilities of manometry and endoscopy, we emphasize the use of US to clearly show the thickening of the muscular wall and the dilatation of the distal esophagus. In those of pediatric age, particularly, US permits differential diagnosis with the esophageal leiomyoma, which is difficult to obtain with other techniques. We suggest, therefore, including US in the study of patients with stenosis of the third distal section of the esophagus.